We work best, when we work together!
Hopedale offers a holistic, family-oriented, therapeutic approach to bringing
children inner-peace and contentment, enabling them to access education,
and become positive, valued members of society.

Spring (1) Newsletter 2022
Christmas seems like a distant memory, and the nights are getting lighter as we skip into
Spring. We are fast approaching our half term break and have been suitably busy in the
meantime.
th
We break up on Friday 18 February for our half term break and return to school on Monday
28th February.

Some dates for the diary!
We have some fun filled events on the calendar when we return.
On Thursday 3rd March we will be celebrating World Book Day. We have been invited to
dress up as our favourite book character. We will all enjoy a day centred around the love of
reading – whilst dressed up as our favourite characters.
th
On Friday 18 March we will be raising money for Comic Relief. We have been invited to
come in ‘red’ non-uniform for a suggested donation of £1. There will also be a selection of red
noses for sale in reception (watch our Facebook page to find out when they are in stock),
with all monies raised going directly to Comic Relief.
th
On Monday 4 April we will be recognising Autism Awareness Day. We are encouraged to
wear silly socks to school to celebrate and raise awareness. Activities in classes will focus on
understanding Autism.
Please note, these events are all supposed to be fun and enjoyable, not to cause stress or
expense. Students are encouraged to participate as best suits them.

Uniform Reminder
All our students should wear the correct Hopedale Polo Shirt and Hopedale jumper along
with black or grey school trousers and plain black shoes or trainers to school as uniform,
except for PE days when sportswear is required.
A letter detailing the uniform requirements was sent home in January, and the office are
more than happy to help with replacement jumpers and t-shirts if needed. Simply email
Alison at awallace@hopedale.org.uk.
We also need to make sure we are bringing coats with us every day. We are fortunate
enough to enjoy a wide range of activities at Hopedale, and many of these involve going off
site, or being out in the open. We need to make sure we can enjoy these activities by
bringing the appropriate clothing to school.

Our School Improvement Plan
We shared our school improvement plan with you before Christmas and wanted to keep
you updated with the progress we are making against the five key targets.
So what have we done?
1. To develop skill boosting activities, such as memory training.
We have been focusing on mindfulness across the school. It is now a timetabled activity
after every lunch time.
Mindfulness is the basic human ability to be fully present, aware of where we are
and what we’re doing, and not overly reactive or overwhelmed by what’s going on
around us. It has therefore been a very positive calm time to help our students
prepare for their afternoon sessions.
By supporting our students to focus and ‘centre’ throughout the day, it helps them
engage with activities and learn in the best possible way.
We have also focused on group reading. Every class has time for a shared read each
day; listening to an adult read from a chosen text and then chatting about it. This
has again been positive across school. It is a calm time and allows for active
listening and memory skills to be developed as students engage with what’s gone
before, discuss what might happen next and explore the text as a group.
2. To make sure Hopedale continues to be Dyslexia friendly.
We have invested in a Dyslexia Specialist who has been working with children across
school both at the end of last term and is with us still.
This has been invaluable as some children have received a formal diagnosis and all
children who were assessed received recommendations to support them to improve their
literacy skills.
3. To maintain excellent standards of behaviour around school.
This is something that we pride ourselves on at Hopedale.
Every class and every child understand the rules which run consistently across school
ensuring that boundaries are clear. Staff are consistent in using the same language
across school and have expectations of behaviour that allow all children to shine, and
most importantly understand what is appropriate.
We recently had some Stone Age visitors to school who sent an email to share how impressed they were with our children -

"We really enjoyed our day at Hopedale. The children were respectful. We had some really good questions, some of which I have never been asked before, and some great answers to our questions. Thank you for a great day"

School Improvement Plan continued…
4. To understand 'local heritage' and feel part of the local community.
This has been challenging with COVID restrictions; however, you will have seen from
our Facebook pages that we continue to offer our students experiences within the community.
Over the last term we have taken our students to the local library, out and about in the
community on various walks and made use of the local shops for social skills and prize
shopping.
Our local community is also used daily for our PE sessions across school as we utilise
the facilities available to us - from Stanley Head and Brough Park to Tittesworth and
Longton Park.
With a particular focus on 'local heritage' our Key Stage Two classes focused on Leek
and Cheddleton as part of their Victorian topic - enjoying spotting Victorian houses and
buildings and focusing on the local railway and its history.
In upper school a project was completed on Cheddleton Flint Mill and its link to the historic pottery industry of Staffordshire.
5. To continue to engage in school council ideas to improve the school and environment.
We have elected members of school council in every class who attend school council half
termly. Ideas are brought forward from each class and shared, then passed to the leadership team.
This is effective and there have been some super ideas put forward – with changes made
to the food menu, money put aside for new technology equipment and improvements to
the play areas and sports equipment already this year.

Kung Hei Fat Choi!
We have enjoyed celebrating a firm favourite across school this half term as we marked
Chinese New Year on Tuesday 1st February. This year is the Year of the Tiger which allowed
us to get stuck in with crafts, role play and best of all some delicious tasting (which of course
comes with mastering chopsticks… or not!).
We also marked Australia Day on Wednesday 26th January. This was particularly popular as
students discovered the fascinating history of Australia and found out about the nations
diversity.

Some useful information for the parents of our Year 11 Students
Last newsletter we shared several links available for college open events coming up in January.
There are still a few events available through the Spring Term at some of the colleges.
Alternatively, if you drop them an email, they will happily arrange a visit.
The websites are detailed on the back page for your information.

A small selection of pictures from this half
term…
Check out our fabulous new VR
Headsets!

For Our Year 11 Parents
College websites for visits

Stoke- on- Trent College
https://www.stokecoll.ac.uk
Newcastle- under- Lyme College
https://nscg.ac.uk/newcastle-campus
Stafford College
https://nscg.ac.uk/stafford-campus
Macclesfield College
https://macclesfield.ac.uk/college/open-events/
Leek and Buxton College
https://www.blc.ac.uk
Reaseheath College
https://www.reaseheath.ac.uk
South Cheshire College
https://www.ccsw.ac.uk
South Stafford College
https://www.southstaffs.ac.uk/open-days/
Regent College
https://regentcollegestoke.co.uk/contact/
Strathmore College
https://natspec.org.uk/colleges/specialist-colleges/strathmore-college/
New Friars College
http://www.newfriarscollege.org.uk/

